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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 September 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 21-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-20 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 21-37 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 21-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Mariano et al. (US 200301 56724A1) in view of Rapchak (US007002476B2) in view of 

Shizuka et al. (US 20030014252A1 ). 

Regarding Claim 21 & 23, Mariano discloses medication instruction transmission 
receiving system and method comprising a computer and medicine container [See 
Figures] [Background, Summary] [0027-0031]. 

Mariano discloses a recorder to record audio instructions either from recorder's 
MIC or a computer running computer speech software [Paragraph 0036 & 0037] via 
interface port 70 or wirelessly such as infrared or short-range radio transceiver 
[Paragraph 0038]. At the time of invention of made, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art that the computer comprises claimed input means. Mariano discloses 
medicine container and activating member for activating a sound player for providing 
audio instructions to a user of medication especially for visually impaired user 
[Paragraph 0027-0031]. 
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Mariano's medicine container comprises microchip to store transferred audio 
instruction information as stated above. Altough Mariano does not explicitly teaches 
that wave file, wave file is audio format well known to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention of made. It is also obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
wave file format is an audio standard format for storing audio in PC. 

Rapchak discloses prescription medication instruction [file 28 or 30: Column 4, 
Line 1 1-38] to be transmitted as wave file format. At the time of invention of made! it is 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that Rapchak's wave file must be created and 
identified with unique identification as claimed. Rapchak also disclose medication 
processor for further process transferred wave file ie., storing and retrieving accordingly 
[Column 5, Line 50-54]. Therefore, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that 
medication processor as taught by Rapchak must have claimed accessing means for 
retrieving the wave file based on wave file identification. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to modify Mariano's medicine audio instruction transmission 
system and method as taught by Rapchak to create medication instruction as wave file 
format to transmit and retrieve accordingly as claimed. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to transmit such compressed file format for bandwidth 
efficiency. 

Modified method does not explicitly disclose creating wave file format comprise 
text-to-speech means. At the time of invention of made, text-to-wave converting means 
are very well known to one of ordinary skill in the art. 
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Shizuka discloses the method of converting speech data corresponding to user 
input text using personal computer [Paragraph 0026-0028] [Figure 3, 4 & 5]. Shizuka 
also discloses that text-to-speech converting means are well known techniques [0005]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention of made to further modify the method in creating wave file via inputting 
text as taught by Shizuka. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention of 
made to do this for easier medication instruction editing method for users. 

2.2 Claims 25, 26 & 28 are the method claim rejected for the same reason as stated 
above in Claim 21 rejection because claimed methods substantially read on the 
corresponding method of Claim 21 . 

2.3 Claims 30, 31 , 33, 34, 35 & 37 are the apparatus claims rejected for the same 
reason as stated above in Claim 21 rejection because claimed means executes 
processing steps which are substantially close to the corresponding method of Claim 
21. 

2.4 Claims 21 , 27, 32 & 36 are rejected for the same reason as stated above in 
Claim 1, 25, 30 & 34 rejections [Mariano: Microchip: Figure 2] 

2.7 Regarding Claims 6 & 12, modified method teaches providing different 
medications to the user identified with different drug identifier [Rapchak: Column 4, Line 
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28] [Also see Claim 1 rejection]. Moreover, claimed selecting step is very well known to 
one of ordinary skill in the pharmaceutical art at the time of invention of made because 
claimed preset data collection of prescription medicine instructions corresponding to a 
specific medication and dosage combination are stored in the processing computer 
memory or database for pharmacist to prepare medication instructions. Therefore, it is 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that modified method teaches claimed selecting 
step because modified method teaches creating medication instructions steps. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dobbins US Patent Number: US 006259794B1 

The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aung T. Win whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7549. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Due Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7503. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Aung T. Win 
Group Art Unit 2617 



December 8, 2006 
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